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Abstract

Basic research aims at discovery of natural phenomena and exploration of natural laws
instead of making products. Nevertheless it paves the way for development of technology.

Basic research includes both theoretical studies and accumuiation of data. Biotechnology
on the one hand lays its foundation on the basic researches on restriction endonuclease and
gene vectors, on the other hand relies on survey of natural biological resources for required
genes.

Basic research pushes forward technological progress in three ways; first, new discovery
may give rise to new generation of products; third, different discoveries merging together may
give rise to something unexpected.

The fundamental pattern of biotechnology is well established and a wide perspective of
its application is in sight. We ought to do our best to realize its potentialities, to get
biotechnological products as soon as possible and to get the best economical and social bene-
fits out of it. At the same time, however, it is pertinent to study critically the laws governing
the development of science and technology, to evaluate properly their short term and long
term benefits and to give basic research a proper position.



